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A II I K " ^^.^^'f-''^*^ ^^'^ communication appears on the cover siieet with the correspondence address- 

All Claims being allowable PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not incS^ 

Se Of'irSl^^^ communicatio^will be mailed in dulSurse. THIS 

nf fhi rw^! ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. mmaiive 

1 . This communication is responsive to 10/28/04 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 47-98 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

?So!n ™|^^^.'^?NTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application requirements 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

^' ^ ^KifSi^ oat?mT DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficienV. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claimed 
invention is drawn to the following: 

;^7. {Currently ameiHlttl) An tmageabis compositicm comprising: 
an acid curatte compositioA; 
an acid genemtor; and 

a cobrant, wherein the colorant includes a counter anioa derived ton a noa^voiatile 
add; 

mi fiirtber cpfnmsjy ig an IpB^ ft<>^ ^ .„a phototh^al converter y r^^t^ri^, ^ 
both . 



76. (Currenay amcndod) An image^ln clement comprising: 
a mib^t^ and 

an imag^le coating ona surface of tbe si^^stratc. the coating comprising: 
an add curdle oonipo$ition; 
an add genmton a id 

a csolotant, wherein the ©olorant indud^s a counter anion derivod dom a non- 
volatile add^ and wh^Tyin (he colormit i^hances th^ vj^^ftj ^^mim 
fcctwaen ims n^ ar^ and non.imaft^ ft* ^ after imadnit of the 
tma^eat^le dem^t; 

mi fiMrtft<;r ^mym mm in toed ahftarKe r, a nhotoaiermal convetter 
.orlK>th. 
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96. (Cufrmtly aiModcd) A method of making an imageable dement including a subsnate and an 
imageable coating on the siAstratc, the method comprising the ste|>$ of: ' 

contacting a substrate with an imageable compositioo dissolved or dispensed in a 
suitable solvent, wherein the imagiahte composition c<m>prise» 
an acid cui^Ie con: post tioa, 
an add gmerator, aid 

ft colorant, wherein the colorant includes a counter anion derived from a oon- 
acid , and wherein the colomnt ».h.^nces the vi«>»| f ^ ^ j^ ^ 

MnageableecmftB; 
Mri (WthCT CTmPn>a m infhu-ed absorher. ^ photothermal «tnvy ^«^ 
material, or >ftth; and 
drying to rtraove M>lveot. Laving an imageable coating on the substrate. 

97. (Currently amended) A method of ?roductng an imaged el«n«>t comprising the steps oft 
piDvidmg a thermally imageable element comiwising a sutettate and a thermally 
imageable coating on a surface of the substrate, die coating comprising an acid curable 
composition. «, add genenttor. ami a oolorant. wherdn the colorant indudes a counter anion 

derived fiom a noa-voiatiie add. «..d fa,th«c»mnp,inff ffl ^n'rnml iHnfrifrr Pr n 

BhffitBlhgBasi oonvarter tnat^al; 

i»ag«wise exposing the im .geabic element to heat to produce an exposed element 
having exposed and unexposed regions of the coating; 

baking the exposed element at a temperature and period of time suffident to pioduce 
a cured element; and 

contacting the cured eieme X with a developer to ranove the unexposed regions of the 
coating and thereby produce the imaged demen t: whe«iin thi. co tenmt e^^c^ th^ 
coi^t between l a^ f f^f; ^^t* image araa«5 ^f the imaoed ei^ m,^ 

Applicants have amended the claims to insert the limitations drawn to the subject matter 
indicated to be allowable in the previous Office action paragraph 4. By inserting the limitations 
drawn to the infrared absorber, photothermal converter material or both, applicants have 
complied with the amendments as suggested by the Office. None of the prior art references of 
record are seen to disclose or claim the now recited invention of claims 47, 76, 96 or 97. 

Accordingly the claims 47-98 as recited above are seen as allowable and the case is 
passed to issue. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earher communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Chu whose telephone number is (571) 272-1329. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

The fax phone number for the USPTO is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1700. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PMR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




J.Chu ^--^ 
December 2, 2004 



^'John S. Chu 

Primary Examiner, Group 1700 



